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VIRTUAL CLASSES BEGIN

Lockdown Learner’s programme by UNODC

With COVID-19 at its peak globally by April 2020, with no signs

Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, has several ﬁrsts to its credit.
Collabora on with the United Na ons Oﬃce on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) on educa ng its students, the future leaders, about their
role in mee ng the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is one
of these, that too at a me when the whole world is in the grip of
COVID-19 and development of all kinds has suﬀered a setback.
Ours was the only school in the region that was oﬀered this
exclusive opportunity to partner with UNODC to mull over this
crisis and inspire its students to wrack their brains to come up with
a breakthrough. Our students of Grades VIII, IX, X and XI
par cipated in an online workshop to develop an understanding
on peace, the rule of law and SDG 16. The ini a ve included
videos, comic books, board and online games, the Zorbs cartoon
series and an interac on on 'Addressing COVID-19 SDGS and
Youth Ac on', which was a part of 'The Lockdown Learners'
interac on held during this workshop. Students were classiﬁed
into various categories and were taught how to use their crea ve
skills to deal with the current situa on.

of aba ng any me soon, the school decided against was ng
precious

me by star ng online classes. The venture aimed at

ensuring construc ve use of students’ me to keep their academic
graph escala ng by keeping them focussed on their studies and
elec ves during the lockdown. The idea stemmed from their use
of the digital technology for oﬃcial and personal use. Ini ally
meant for class X students, considering the fact that it was
their CBSE board year and the school could not aﬀord to
make them miss even a day of learning, the ini a ve now
caters only to students from kindergarten to class XI,
who are on the school’s academic rolls, and has a speciﬁed
structure and schedule in accordance with the needs of
each class. Needless to say, its impact and results have been
substan al and the ini a ve has been a roaring success.
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Bake For The Brave Campaign:
Touched by the altruism and unmatched bravado demonstrated by the Amritsar District Police during global Coronavirus
crisis, students of Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, saluted their spirit by baking goodies in their honour under the
‘Bake for the Brave’ Campaign started by the school in honour of the brave policemen. In keeping with the same,
young Mount Literans took turns at baking cakes and cookies and sharing the same with the local cops to acknowledge
their exemplary courage during COVID-19 outbreak. Mount Literans Syna and Nysa Khanna baked whole wheat cookies,
while Mannat Samra, another Mount Literan contributed to the campaign by baking a cake. They shared these goodies
with the Punjab Police cops and oﬃcials led by DGP Mr Dinkar Gupta, IG Border Range Mr Surinder Pal Singh Parmar,
Commisioner of Police, Amritsar, Dr Sukhchain Singh Gill, Mr Surendra Lamba (IPS), and SDM Vikas Heera. Besides this,
our students also felicitated the sanita on workers of the city, who con nued to work through the pandemic and kept
the city clean pu ng their own safety at risk by baking and sharing cakes and cookies with them as well. These were
presented to Ms Komal Mi al, Municipal Commissioner, Amritsar, who graciously accepted and acknowledged
our tokens of apprecia on.

Cra Workshop by Ms Lehar Khanna:
If you think that shopping for ar facts is be er than
crea ng them at home with your own hands, think again!
Nothing could beat the cra s bearing your personal touch
and talent. Besides, the feat helps prevent wastage of
products that would eventually end up in garbage or the
roadsides, while also saving oodles of your parents’
hard-earned money. Then again, it’s one of the best and
most construc ve ac vi es to pursue as you sit
incarcerated in your houses. With a view to acquain ng
its students with the nuances, joys and beneﬁts of
crea vity, our school held an exclusive e-workshop for its
students of Grades IV and V, wherein they learnt ways of
turning trash into treasure under the tutelage of
Ms Lehar Khanna, a cra expert from Li le Cra s.
Needless to say, they thoroughly enjoyed the e-session.

Leisure Learning Begins:
Art is an expression of the spirit of
man and dance a manifesta on of his
emo ons, while culinary skills give
an insight into his overall personality.
Si ng alone at home, wondering what
to do could be boring. Besides, how
much could a person sleep in a day
or night? Wouldn’t it be be er to put
this me to some good use, to do
something exci ng and crea ve?
To bring out the dancer, ar st and
culinary expert hidden inside its
students, the school started special
classes for its students. Titled 'Leisure
Learning' these sessions were held in
the evening with the aim of honing
their skills. Needless to say, the
response of the students and their
p a re n t s t o t h i s i n i a v e w a s
overwhelming.

Karuna
vs
Corona
Embracing
the

Elderly

With a view to oﬀering support and succor to the
impoverished elderly folks languishing in old age homes,
the school adopted the inmates of Guru Ram Das Ji
Birdh Ashram, which houses the elderly parents and
grandparents now bere of the love and care of their
children they so lovingly nurtured at one me, under its
charitable ini a ve tled Karuna vs Corona - Embracing
the Elderly. The gesture aimed at ensuring that they
received a mely supply of ra ons / groceries, medicines,
home cooked snacks and other essen als at a crucial me
like the COVID-19 lockdown when the whole world was
in a state of turmoil. The campaign was run with the help
of parents of our students, who par cipated very
enthusias cally in the same and opened their hearts and
their resources for the cause of the service of the needy
folks.

Cyber Security

and online safety by

UNODC

E-classes might have oﬀered us a viable alterna ve for the
tradi onal classroom during the lockdown, but online
ac vi es have their own hazards, which, if ignored could
cause irreparable damage to an individual’s life and career.
As children have begun to spend more me online, it is very
important for them and their parents to ensure that they remain
safe from hackers and ac vi es that could land them in
trouble. Hence, the open session of grade IV witnessed
detailed discussions on cyber security and online safety of
children under the joint ini a ve of Mount Litera Zee School,
Amritsar, and the United Na ons Oﬃce on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC).

Digital Career Orienta on from

Univariety
While we were pondering over the span of COVID-19 and hid
behind closed doors, our open WINDOWS have s ll made it
possible for us to plan our wards’ futures. Hence, we hosted a
digital orienta on arranged by Univariety, a career counseling
system, for students of classes VIII, IX, X and XI on May 6, 2020.
The event witnessed enthusias c par cipa on of students
and their parents as well.

The Art of Mindful

paren ng by

Dr Girish Kannan
Life in lockdown seems to be becoming a new normal for
people young and old in the wake of the COVID-19 scenario.
This is leading to frustra on among youngsters, whose
freedom to play and mingle with friends stands curtailed.
Children are becoming restless and parents too seem to
be at a loss of ways and means to keep them under control.
Paren ng in a me of crisis, par cularly one of global import,
is certainly not an easy job. Hence, our school arranged a
special e-session on the 'Art of Mindful Paren ng' in mes
of crisis and building a happy and healthy family and
rela onships, which witnessed the eager par cipa on of
parents of our students. Addressed by Dr Kannan Gireesh,
a Child Psycshiatrist, this workshop was organized by
'The Leader in Me'. We are sure it would go a long way in
helping them build a healthy and happy family.

Webinar
on

Emo onal Intelligence
Considering the stress resul ng from the COVID-19
lockdown and the importance of sharpening the Emo onal
Intelligence of students, parents and teachers to be
successful in life, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, teamed
up with Shoolini University to hold a webinar on the need for
sharpening their EQ (Emo onal Quo ent) to tackle diﬀerent
situa ons and a ain success in life. The
speakers included Professor Atul Khosla, Founder, President
and Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Shoolini University, and
Mr Vivek Atray, formerly of the IAS, author, advisor and
mo va onal speaker. The event witnessed enthusias c
par cipa on of the school’s management, staﬀ and
students and parents of the students.

Riding on the wings of

HOPE
Stars shine brighter when the night is at its darkest hour
and whispers of hope sound clearer and more welcome
when the silence is deep. Strains of op mism rang loud
and clear through our web portals when in yet another ﬁrst
for Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, the school held a
virtual assembly for its students of classes VII and VIII .
Based on the theme of 'hope', the assembly aimed
at ins lling posi vity and op mism through songs and
virtual presenta ons by students, encouraging people
with the thought that these troubles shall soon pass and
things would return to normalcy as they were before
COVID-19 outbreak. The aim of the school was to urge
the masses to hold ght to that hope, which helps sustain
life when the world seems to be coming to an end,
through this endeavour, which saw the zes ul par cipa on
of our students.

Road to reading
Grades F3 to X

The road to reading inevitably leads to success.
That’s why our school held a special ﬁve-day ac vity
for its students of Grades F3 to X to introduce them to
the joys of reading books, especially the printed
edi ons, by holding them in their own hands, in an age
dominated by virtual publica ons. But it certainly
wasn’t a compe on between online and oﬄine
tomes and aimed at ins lling in students a love of
perusing wholesome and meaningful literature. The
ac vity entailed reading books for at least an hour in
the evening at the me appointed by the school. The
students could read any book of their choice and
summarize the same in a report submi ed to their
respec ve teachers as a tes mony of their
par cipa on. It goes without saying that students
enjoyed par cipa ng in this ac vity, the beneﬁts of
which would automa cally be experienced as and
when they mature.

THE CAUCUS:
LOCKDOWN OR KNOCKDOWN
In yet another ﬁrst for the ins tu on, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, opened its WINDOWS behind closed doors
to host a webinar tled ‘The Caucus: Lockdown or Knockdown’ featuring top cops, a legal expert and an academic
giant, as well as its students and parents of the students, to mull the best solu ons to the increasing incidence of
domes c violence, the locker room incident and cyber crimes in the wake of the conﬁnement imposed in view of
the prevailing COVID-19 scenario. The panelists included Ms Gurpreet Deo (IPS ADGP Community and Policing),
Mr Inderbir Singh (IPS AIG Cybercrime and Moderniza on), legal expert Mr Jayant Mishra (UNODC Law Enforcement
Expert) and academic giant Mr Sumer Bahadur Singh, former Principal,
Lawrence School, Sanawar, and Daly College, Indore. The sharing of ‘Disha’,
a handbook on safety of women by Ms Deo on this occasion, added further
signiﬁcance to the event. Ms Aalekh Dhaliwal moderated the e-panel
discussion conducted under the tutelage of Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director,
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, and witnessed spirited par cipa on of
students and their parents alike. Mr Inderbir Singh apprised the panelists and audience of the need for cyber security
and laws governing the same through a presenta on.
The 500-strong audience included the students of the school and their parents. The parent panelists included
Dr Vismaad Gill (Parent and Facial Surgeon), Mr Sumit Bansal (Parent and Chartered Accountant), Ms Ridhi Peshawaria
(Parent, academician and entrepreneur), Ms Suhena Chauhan (Parent and TED speaker) and Mr Sachin Khanna
(Parent and Businessman) while student panelists comprised Zyna (Grade IX), Ananya (Grade X), Amog (Grade X) and
Dinav (Grade X). The parents/students posed a total of nine pointed queries related to domes c violence, sex abuse,
cybercrimes and challenges posed by the opening of liquor vends in the name of genera ng revenue towards
enforcement of law, at the panelists. Ms Dhillon said the webinar was held to ﬁnd solu ons to incidents of domes c
violence, child sex abuse and cybercrimes, which had become a dime-a-dozen during the prevailing lockdown. She
reiterated the school’s commitment to the cause of spreading awareness among the masses about important issues
including environmental conserva on, the need to adhere to the law of the land and protec on of human rights in the
interests of digniﬁed, peaceful and harmonious co-existence of all beings.

COLLEGE BOARD
SESSION WITH

Mr KUNAL MEHRA
A lockdown is no bar for dreams, desires and aspira ons.
And most certainly not at a me when one has the facility
to work from almost any corner of the world from the
comfort of one’s own home. But then that’s not how we
want things to be always! Quaran ne has only fanned our
students’ desires for explora on, which in today’s world is
not possible without clearing Advanced Placement (AP),
PSAT, NMSQT and SAT, conducted by the College Board.
If you want to go abroad to work or se le down or both,
you need to clear either all or at least some of these with
an impressive score. Therefore, it is advisable to be
acquainted with the nuances and requirements of these
exams if one is nurturing an ambi on to go abroad.
Understanding the desire of its students to reach the
pinnacle of success in their academic lives and clinch
prominent posts for themselves in the most promising
careers by pursuing higher educa on in the renowned
universi es abroad, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, held
a special e-session in this regard for its students of Grades
IX, X and XI in collabora on with the College Board.
M r K u n a l M e h r a , D i r e c t o r, M a r k e n g a n d
Outreach, South and Central Asia, College Board, apprised
the students of the importance of Advanced Placement (AP).
Besides acquain ng them with the requirements and ways of
clearing this exam, Mr Mehra also answered their queries
and cleared their doubts pertaining to this exam.

CYBERDEMIC
Stressing the fact that the Cyberdemic resul ng from the
online exposure of all individuals par cularly kids during the
COVID-19 mes, is deadlier than the pandemic itself, the
school conducted a webinar tled ‘Cyberdemic’ addressed by
Mr Rakshit Tandon, a Cyber Security Expert, in con nua on
of its series ‘The Caucus: Lockdown or Knockdown’, to urge
the masses to ensure their cyber security and protect
themselves and their children from the ravages of excessive
use of the internet. Held under the tutelage of
Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director, Mount Litera Zee school,
Amritsar, the webinar, which witnessed the par cipa on of
more than 500 people comprising members of the school’s
management, staﬀ, students and their parents, dealt with the
increased exposure of children to online ac vi es during the
prevailing lockdown and the emergence of adverse cyber
psychology taking root in them as a result of the same, the
increasing threat to their cyber security due to lack of
awareness of cyber laws and the need to acquaint them with
cyber ethics for their own good. The talk was followed by a
panel discussion in which the panelists including Col PS Gill,
Mr Danish (Parent), Ms Shubham Bajaj (Teacher –
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar), Ms Reicha Kandhari
( Te a c h e r – M o u nt L i te ra Ze e S c h o o l , A m r i t s a r ) ,
Ms Nidhi Mehra (Parent), Ananya (Student -- Grade XI),
Lavish (Student -- Grade XI), Gurmanya (Student -- Grade IX),
quizzed Mr Tandon on various aspects of staying safe online.
The webinar aimed at sensi zing the masses about the need
for cyber security and observing the laws pertaining to the
same, par cularly in the interests of the safety of its children.

Virtual Assemblies
of Grades

VII and VIII
Stars shine brighter when the night is at its darkest hour and
whispers of hope sound clearer and more welcome when the
silence is deep. Strains of op mism rang loud and clear
through our web portals when in yet another ﬁrst for
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, the school held a virtual
assembly for its students of classes VII and VIII on
May 29, 2020. Based on theme 'hope', the assembly aimed
at ins lling posi vity and op mism through songs and virtual
presenta ons by students, encouraging people with the
thought that these troubles shall soon pass and things
would return to normalcy as they were before COVID-19
outbreak. The aim of the school was to urge the masses to
hold ght to that hope, which helps sustain life when the
world seems to be coming to an end, through this endeavour,
which saw the zes ul par cipa on of our students.

Virtual assembly of
grade IX
Class assemblies are an inseparable part of our school’s
academic and co-curricular calendar as they help students
gain valuable insights into about important topics, besides
helping them imbibe good values. Faced with the lockdown,
the school decided to go virtual with these as well. Take, for
instance, the virtual assembly based on the theme of Human
Rights and the importance of observing Human Rights Day,
held for class IX students. The event entailed ac vi es that
helped students understand the history and need of
observing this global event in the interests of the general
well being of humanity. students enjoyed partaking of
the same.

Virtual assembly of
grade VI
Life is completely dark and meaningless without fes vals.
Diwali, the fes val of lights, not only lends excitement, but
also light and meaning to it. Our students of Grade VI
discovered this fact during a virtual assembly organized for
them. Besides discovering the signiﬁcance
of the fes val, they also learnt ways and means of preparing
ar facts to decorate their houses, the art of making beau ful
‘rangolis’ and redoubling the joy of celebra on by means of
charity, especially with those needing it genuinely.

Virtual Assembly of Grade III
There’s no doub ng the fact that happiness springs from
helping others and our third graders came face to face with
the fact during a virtual assembly held for them. The event
featured speeches, classical and rock dance performances by
our budding orators and dancers, which not only le
a endees spellbound, but also very happy.

the

THE
RE-OPENING:
RESET/
REBOUND/
REINVEST

Expressing concern over the challenges confron ng the Indian economy, business and society in the wake of the proposed
re-opening of the retail industry post COVID-19 lockdown, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, held a unique webinar that
featured not only the who’s-who of the business sector in the city, but also the owners of medium and small enterprises
to give them a pla orm to express their needs and apprehensions on this issue.
Held under the tutelage of Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director, Mount Litera Zee school, Amritsar, the webinar tled 'The
Re-OPEN-ing: Reset/Rebound/Reinvest', held under ‘The Caucus: Lockdown or Knockdown’ series of the school, witnessed
the par cipa on of more than 500 people comprising members of the school’s management, staﬀ, students and their
parents. The panelists included Mr Sameer Pandita, General Manager, ITC Welcom Hotel, Amritsar, Ms Drish Khurana,
Director, Khurana Jewellery House, Amritsar, Mr Amar Sachdeva, Owner, Colour Lounge Chain of Salons, Mr Puneet Arora,
Chartered Accountant and Owner, Houz Collec ve.
Mr Balwinder Singh Walia, General Manager, Industries Department, presided as Guest of honour over the e-session,
which also saw Mr Ashok Sethi, Media Consultant and Journalist, share his wisdom on the issue, with the a endees.
Moderated by Ms Reicha Kandhari and Ms Shreya Khanna (teachers, MLZS, Amritsar), the webinar also witnessed the
enthusias c par cipa on of four parent panelists comprising two business women – Ms Nee Seth and Ms Ri ka Khanna,
and Mr Manish Bha a (owner, Eye-Lounge) and Mr Hemant Kumar, a businessman.
The enthusiasm of students of MLZS, Amritsar, on this issue was equally palpable as the webinar saw the par cipa on of
student panelists including Suheil (Grade IX), Rehan and Samiksha (both from Grade X) and Kashvi (who represented
Grades VIII-IX). Star ng with the opening statements of the four key panelists, the webinar featured video clippings of
owners of small enterprises in the city. This was followed by a ques on-answer round, in which the par cipants quizzed
the panelists on the measures that need to be taken to ensure normalcy in business, while also ensuring that this does
not lead to the further spread of the global pandemic.
Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director, Mount Litera Zee school, Amritsar, said, “As the post lockdown reopening is on the cards and
the retail sector is among the ﬁrst to witness a new beginning, there are several ques ons surrounding the need for doing
so, logic, feasibility, public acceptance of the same and the safety measures that need to be adopted considering the
ever-escala ng cases of Coronavirus”. She added that the webinar aimed at addressing these issues with eﬃcacy to
restore normalcy to the dwindling economy, besides enlightening the entrepreneurs and the public on the precau ons
that need to be taken at this crucial me.

CV BUILDING WORKSHOP
PROFILE BUILDING SESSION
Not only can an eﬀec vely made proﬁle (Curriculum Vitae or CV) help you secure a seat in an interna onally
reputed ins tu on of your choice, but can also help you bag a lucra ve job that you so desire. All you need
to know are the dos and don’ts of preparing a resume proﬁle. That’s what our students of classes VII, IX
and X learnt during a proﬁle building session organized by the Univariety, a career counseling system.
The session proved to be an eye-opener for our prospec ve entrepreneurs, statesmen and
global ci zens, who were seen absorbing each word dropping from speakers’ mouths very keenly, besides
asking ques ons and holding discussions with them to dispel their doubts about the issue.

Poem / Short Speech Compe on by
Amritsar Police Commissionerate
‘A verse can prevent things from ge ng worse’, seemed to be the thought behind the Poem / Short Speech
Compe

on organized by the Amritsar Police Commissionerate, which witnessed the enthusias c par cipa on

of our budding orators and versiﬁers, albeit online. The young warriors of the school refused to
turn a blind eye to an equally disastrous global evil that we know as ‘Drug Abuse’ that has been threatening to
annihilate the whole humanity by taking them in its evil grip for the past many years. All they were looking for was a
chance to make their young voices heard, which came in the form of this Compe

on tled ‘Say No To Drugs’. Our

budding stars employed their poe c and oratorical skills to shed light on the issue through videos of poems and
short speeches. Needless to say, they succeeded in their mission of spreading awareness about this menace.
The awards they have received tes fy to this fact.

AFS Parents’ Orienta on program
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, had another ﬁrst to its credit in 2020-- that of a collabora on with
American Field Service (AFS) Intercultural Programs, an interna onal youth exchange organiza on.
Ours is the only school in the region to forge this interna onal e-up, which is indeed a milestone worth
celebra ng. The program aims at according young Mount Literans with myriad opportuni es of
mingling and interac ng with their counterparts the world over, besides gaining knowledge about and
developing a liking and tolerance for people from various backgrounds and their cultural mores. With a
view to equipping parents with the skills needed to provide proper guidance to their wards in this
regard, a special orienta on program was organized for them. which proved to be a huge
success with parents partaking of the same in large numbers.

Mount Literans prove their me le
in Strawberry
Fields and Cathedral MUNs
ZYNA
SPECIAL MENTION

TIARA
SPECIAL MENTION

The fact that students of Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, possess the poten al to represent India and its concerns
on a global pla orm came to the fore when both Zyna and Tiara, budding global leaders from Mount Litera Zee School,
Amritsar, won the Special Men on at the online edi on of the Model United Na ons (MUN) Conference 2020
organized by Strawberry Fields High School. The duo, along with the school's delega on comprising highly skilled
and knowledgeable students competed with students from diﬀerent schools to bag these tles.
The duo were among a endees from other schools, who got a chance to savor the wisdom and exper se of General
VP Malik, former Chief of Army Staﬀ (Keynote Speaker -- August 8, 2020), besides partaking of a live concert
by Sonam Kalra (Singer and Composer - August 9, 2020).
Apart from this, aspiring technocrats from MLZS, Amritsar, joined the bandwagon of student leaders to ﬁnd solu ons
to issues of global concern at the 24th Annual Session (online edi on) of Cathedral MUN (CMUN), the oldest
MUN in India.
Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director, MLZS, Amritsar, and Mr Ajit Dhillon, Trustee, MLZS, Amritsar, congratulated Zyna and
Tiara for their achievement in the online edi on of the Model United Na ons (MUN) Conference 2020 organized by
Strawberry Fields High School.

A VOICE
FOR
FREEDOM
Freedom has different connotations for different people. While COVID-19 threatened to enslave us by forcing us
all inside our homes, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, managed to break free from its shackles by organizing
its rst ever virtual celebration of the Independence Day, featuring some ne oratory by the students on topics of
their choice related to India's Independence Day Celebrations, in tune with the constitutional Freedom of Speech
and Expression. As MLZS, Amritsar, does everything in its power to sensitize its students, and the masses through them,
about the importance of the same, the virtual event was held to teach Mount Literans about the importance of mastering their
oratorical skills to help them emerge as potential global leaders India could be proud of. Their parents recorded
videos of the same, which were posted on the school's social media proles. It was very invigorating indeed to
see our future leaders express themselves on various issues in their innocent lisping style.

A CODE
for all
reasons and
seasons

Pathways
to GLOBAL CLASSROOMS
for EDUCATORS

WORKSHOP

The internet is evolving with each passing day thanks to
the growing dependence of the human race on allied
applications. Consequently, the world of Information

Teaching a class of lively youngsters is not as easy nowadays as it

Technology (IT) is in constant need of engineers and code

used to be in the days of yore, more so in an age when classrooms

developers to meet consumers' needs. Irrespective of its

are turning into melting pots of cultural integration with students from

synonymy with abuse for illegal purposes, hacking has,

various ethnicities, faiths and hues becoming an integral part of these.

of late, emerged as a veritable tool for offering made

A teacher has to be well-versed with the trends associated with the

to measure facilities to individuals as per their exact
requirements. That young Mount Literans possess immense
potential for making contributions to this area is no mystery
for But more than hackers, our students are internet artists,
who aspire to use their skills for global welfare. The fact
was further veried when a team of potential IT
professionals from MLZS, Amritsar, partook of Hackathon
C.O.D.E. Hack 2020 organized by their school in
collaboration with Strawberry Fields High School.
The events included Pi Wars / Challenge, Decrypt to Encrypt
/ Challenge, Environmental Design/ Challenge,
Stock Brokerage/ Challenge, The 100 Theories/ Challenge,

social backgrounds of their students, besides making efforts to ensure
that they respect each others' beliefs and mingle well with each other.
Modern educators now face the task of maintaining a healthy
atmosphere in the class by ensuring that students mingle well and
are sensitive to each others' mores. An educator needs to be
academically well-prepared, psychologically strong and emotionally
sensitive to overcome the conicts likely to surface in the modern
classroom full of ethnic fusions. The fact came to the fore during an
interaction of the academics of Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar,
with Ms Sapna Sukul, an academic with an experience spanning at
least 25 years in the eld of education. Titled 'Virtual Effect

Speed Coding/ Challenge, Jedi Trivia/ Challenge.

+ Workshop', the practicum was conducted virtually in the wake of

Needless to say, they gained valuable insights into

the prevailing COVID-19 scenario. Talking about the cultural

various aspects of IT Coding through their participation

diversity, which was now becoming the norm of the global

in the event.

classrooms, Ms Sukul urged the educators to be sensitive to and
acquaint themselves well with the intricacies of the mores of their
students to maintain a wholesome atmosphere in the modern

RAGHAV SINGLA

GRADE 8
FIRST PRIZE
THE HUNDRED
THEORIES

PARNEET
GRADE 10
FIRST PRIZE

ENVIRONMENT
DESIGN

classroom. She shared valuable tips with the teachers for the
effective realization of this goal.

A FLIGHT
TO THE
‘HAPPILY EVER AFTER'
A library takes you where travel cannot. Realizing the fact
that its students have the makings of becoming effective global
leaders and all they need to realize this potential of theirs is
impetus in the form of a wholesome habit like reading good books,
MLZS, Amritsar, decided to open its library to students, their
parents and teachers to enable them to savor the nest reading
menu in the city comprising of a wide range of good books.
All precautions including checking the temperatures of the visitors,
sanitizing books, hands and furniture and maintaining proper
distance were duly observed.

MOUNT LITERANS

nominate their

Director as an effective
change-maker
Considering her proactive role in introducing positive changes to the
academic scenario in the region, par ticular ly during the
COVID-19 pandemic, Mount Literans (including the staff and students
of Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar) regard Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director,
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, as a great change-maker
(no sycophancy intended). Hence, they named her among the
motivational giants including Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela
when asked to name people they regarded as positive inuencers,
during an interactive session with Ms Sapna Sukul, an academic with
an experience spanning at least 25 years in the eld of education.
Titled 'Virtual Effect + Workshop', the practicum was held
virtually for students of Grades IX, X and XI, in collaboration with
AFS Intercultural Programs India, with the aim of enhancing students'
intercultural competence besides making them culturally uent to
prepare them for global leadership roles besides advancing United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDG). The workshop saw
eager and enthusiastic participation of teachers and students alike.
In the words of Ms Sukul, one does not necessarily have to be a
renowned public gure to bag this title. A change maker could come
from anywhere in the world. Right from the President of the
United States, who negotiates important treaties with global leaders,
to the aunty next door, who has a passion for tending to stray animals,
anyone could be a motivator. All one needs are sustainable goals for
the common good of the masses. Students were asked to pen down their
thoughts on people they regarded as change makers, besides making
their own Sustainable Development Goals.

WHAT'S

COOKING?
“Cooking!,” you might wonder, “In a school?” Yes, that's right
'Cooking'. Mount Literans can cook too and their school supports
their passion for this art. In fact, we have, among our students,
some of the world's greatest emerging culinary artists, who are
raring to be noticed on the world stage. Our gastronomists may
be burgeoning geniuses, but they have highly trained faculties
in terms of the culinary arts, which help them come up with
something from the South Indian menu with as much élan as in
case of North Indian delicacies or capture the tang of a North
Eastern delight or the mouth watering whiff of a plate of the
Indian Chaat, bake a cake and some cookies or brew some tasty
non-alcoholic beverage. To offer them an opportunity to showcase
their gastronomic skills, MLZS, Amritsar, collaborated with
AFS International Programs India to host Master Chef August 2020.
The event was organized virtually and comprised two rounds –
1: Elimination Round to submit recipe and Round.
2: Live Cooking through Zoom Session. Our budding chefs Pratyush
Arora, Panya Sharma and Pragun Sharma of Grade 7 partook
of the event quite enthusiastically.

SHOOTING
from the heart,
slaying with the tongue
(Turncoat Debate)
The heart and the tongue are the two most potent members of the
human body, which when used with wisdom and dexterity can help you
win some of life's toughest battles. Zyna Dhillon, a budding debater
from Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, testied to this fact when she
stumped her opponents with her extraordinary rhetoric, indisputable
evidence and the imperturbable calmness of her demeanour in the
Turncoat Debate in 19th Dr Amidas Goradia National Inter-School
Debate, thus winning the Best Speaker Award. The debate team of
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, comprising Ananya Mehra
(Grade 10), Zyna Dhillon (Grade 9) and Suheil Savlani (Grade 9)
contested with participants from 27 schools from all over India.

on

BY ZYNA DHILLON

HINDI DIWAS:
No ma er how successful we might become or how great heights we might a ain in life, a true Indian should never forget
his / her origins and the fact that Hindi is his / her mother tongue. The sen ment echoed through the web portals of
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, on the occasion of Hindi Diwas, which was celebrated online with immense zeal.
The celebra ons started with a ‘Pooja’ to seek the blessings of God not just for the success of the ini a ve aimed at
making Indians realize the importance of Hindi in their lives, but for the overall good of the masses, par cularly
Indians worldwide. The celebra ons witnessed talks about the importance of Hindi in almost all virtual classes held that
day. Besides this, students recited poems and ‘dohas’, sang Hindi songs and presented classical dances to stress the
importance of Hindi in the life of an Indian.

Liberal

Educa on

in INDIA

Like every other aspect of this country, educa on in India too has a history
that dates back to the medieval mes. Founded on the principles
propagated by great Indian teachers like Aryabha a and Chanakya,
educa on in India has come a long way and s ll has a lot of scope as far
as its future is concerned. Situated almost at a distance of 300 kilometers
from the ruins of Taxila university, one of the world’s ancient and most
famous centres of academic excellence of India (now in Rawalpindi,
Pakistan), Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, one of the most promising
centres of excellence in educa on of the present mes, was the right
place to host a webinar on 'Liberal Educa on in India'. Mr Harpreet Singh,
Assistant Director, Outreach, Ashoka University, addressed the e-session,
which aimed at acquain ng students and their parents with the concept
of liberal educa on and it's relevance in the real world. Discussions were
also held regarding the programs oﬀered, admission criteria and ﬁnancial
aid at Ashoka University.

Who does not know Roald Dahl? The author is famous with almost every child and also every adult, who has been a child
with reﬁned literary tastes. And any birthday celebra on is virtually incomplete without a party comprising a scrump ous
spread of goodies. Therefore, a literary repast comprising a menu of literary ac vi es was inevitable on the birthday of
celebra ons of Roald Dahl. The celebra ons were a part of the school’s virtual reading programme tled Rendezvous with
Readers. Star ng with PHIZZWIZER, the events included Dahlicious Day during
which kids dressed up as characters from the famous reads of Roald Dahl. The
event also featured talks about various authors and their famous reads, fun ﬁlled
ac vi es: book bingo, word hunt, show and tell and composing poe c couplets.

WEBINAR ON

FICCI
ARISE
‘INITIATIVE ON COLLEGE PLACEMENT’
What can complement a good schooling from an ins tute of great renown? Deﬁnitely a high-ranking college of global
standing! While it’s the dream of a majority of youth to make it through to these during the selec on process, ironically
only a few of them are acquainted with the procedures involved. What’s more, the choice of courses and the right college
to pursue these con nues to be a puzzling aﬀair for a majority of them. Therefore, the school in collabora on with FICCI ARISE
organized a webinar featuring top colleges of the world. Titled FICCI ARISE ‘INITIATIVE ON COLLEGE PLACEMENT’, the
webinar was moderated by Manit Jain, Co-founder and Director, The Heritage Group of Schools. The session featured
Pomona, Harvey, Mudd and Scripps (all US-based) Colleges. The ini a ve enabled students to interact with representa ves
of interna onal-level ins tu ons of higher educa on on one pla orm, expand their avenues and allow them to take their
pick from hundreds of subject choices, besides familiarizing them with unbelievable scholarship opportuni es. Yet
a n o t h e r e - s e s s i o n h e l d fe a t u re d C o l ga t e U n i v e rs i t y, B a t e s C o l l e g e a n d We s l e ya n U n i v e rs i t y a n d
their admission criteria. The response of parents to both the sessions was overwhelming.

Punjab Governor Mr V P Singh Badnore presided over the ﬁrst edi on of two-day
v i r t u a l i n t e r- s t a t e A c ro p o l i s S t u d e n t s ’ Kn o w l e d g e S u m m i t h e l d a t
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar. The event witnessed the par cipa on of
students from at least 19 schools from nine states and various
educa onal Boards of the country including CBSE, ISC & IB. Meanwhile, leading
academicians Mr Parnab Mukherjee and Mr Sumer Singh par cipated as the Lead
Organizer and Mentor, respec vely. Addressing the audience, Mr Badnore lauded
the eﬀorts of MLZS, Amritsar, at launching the ﬁrst edi on of the Acropolis.
Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, said that
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, is the ﬁrst in the region to host Acropolis
Student Knowledge Summit. The event accorded students a chance to intermingle
and enhance their knowledge about important events, besides honing their oratorical
skills and exploring their hidden abili es. Schools from New Delhi, Mumbai, Varanasi,
Pune, Indore, Begumpet, Dehradun, Sanawar, Siliguri, Kalyan, Greater Noida, Madurai,
Nabhaelpro, Bokaro, Nabha par cipated in this event, which included Baba Ala Singh
Memorial Mul -format (Turncoat and Extempore) Debates in English, Jallianwala Bagh
Centenary Memorial General Quiz and Discursive Wri ng. The events saw the
par cipa on of students from classes VIII to XII.

It is creditable to organize such an event during
these troubled mes, Mr Badnore said.
Hailing the par cipa on of schools aﬃliated to diﬀerent
Boards from the diﬀerent states of the country,
He encouraged the students to
par cipate wholeheartedly and fearlessly in the event to discover their talents.

VIRTUAL
SPIRITUALITY
People blame it on ‘kalyug’, but the fact remains that
the battle between the forces of good and evil has been
raging since the foundation of this world and shall continue
to rage till the end thereof. One must never compromise
with one’s spirituality and teach the successive generations
to hold on to time-tested spiritual beliefs to help them
cope with adversity. Just as it defeated the demon of
COVID-19 with virtual reality (VR), the school used it to
help its students connect with their spiritual roots and
understand the meaning hidden behind the teachings of
‘Ramayana’, by undertaking the epic initiative of staging
the same virtually. The initiative featured the school’s
budding thespians and was highly appreciated by the
parents of the students.

A SWADESHI
SALUTE TO BAPU
In an apt salute to the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi,
the school paid rich tributes to him by reliving the
Swadeshi Movement that was not only very close to his heart,
but also his most potent weapon in India’s struggle for
independence, on the occasion of his Birth Anniversary on
October 2, 2020. Tiled 'Local goes Vocal', the drive witnessed
the participation of students from classes I to V, who wore
clothes made of locally manufactured material on this occasion.
Besides this, being situated in Amritsar, the city fondly called
the ‘Eating Capital of India’, MLZS, Amritsar, added a localized
avor to these celebrations by highlighting the traditional
Amritsari cuisine, the avour of which still titillates people's
platters and captures the hearts of foodies, particularly
Punjabis across the globe.

AN ADVENTUROUS
OVERTURE

Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, never sleeps. Not even on holidays. The school
constantly strives to introduce new opportunities of academic and co-curricular
activities for the wellbeing of it’s students. In keeping with its new co-curricular policy,
the school presented its students the opportunity to enhance their scholastic and
elective abilities in the form of Global You Adventurer Program For students
between ages 14 to 17 years. The program was organized in collaboration
with AFS Intercultural Programs India, which has launched a new and all virtual
peer-learning program for teens to develop crucial 21st-century skills like
increasing exibility, coping with challenges, building empathy, and more.
AFS Global You Adventurer enables young minds to explore the world from
home, make new friends, build their global skills, and become an Active
Global Citizen. The Global You program helps students build valuable global
skills that can set them apart and prepare them for the future: university,
work and family life, and become a member of the AFS global network. The program
includes 20 different modules. It takes around 16 hours to complete over
ve weeks.

THE WORLD
LISTENS WHEN
THEY SPEAK
They may be young and inexperienced, but they have a lot to
convey to the world. That’s why the world listens when young
Mount Literans speak. This treatise isn’t based on mere rhetoric to extol
the oratorical skills of our speakers. Their awards testify to their
exceptional declamatory prowess, their most recent achievement being
the Best Speaker award at the Virtual Turncoat Debate segment and
the Virtual Extempore Competitions. Our versatile orators including
Abana Dhillon, Dhananjay Chouhan, Aryaman Khanna, Naazia Gupta,
Saa Sachdeva and Yashika Sehgal (Grade V), Ridhaan Verma,
Araadhya Mahajan, Tanirika Bajaj, Ojas Nagi, Kyanbir Soni,
Nayab Soni and Devansh Goel (Grade IV) mesmerized the audience
with their exceptional oratory in the Turncoat Debate, while
Riyaana Suneja, Shahaan Singh, Arnaaz Dhillon, Hridansh Kanodia,
Anahita Patheja and Zidaan Kapoor (Grade III) proved their mettle
as outstanding impromptu orators in the Virtual Extempore Competition.

A WRITE PEEK
INTO THE FUTURE
Time travel, especially into the future still seems to be a far-fetched
prospect, but the farsightedness of individuals can certainly help make
future better for the entire humanity. The pen is one of the most potent
weapons that can ght all ills and make the desired changes in a world
marked by evil. World Tales Short Story Competition organized by
UNESCO (which terms climate change, human rights violations, conicts,
racism and discrimination as among a few of the many threats to our
present and future) and the Idries Shah Foundation (ISF) in close
collaboration with the International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable
Cities of UNESCO (ICCAR) saw the enthusiastic participation of budding
student writers from Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar in this event.
The theme of this 2020 First Edition was “Once upon a time in my future”.
Our students penned exceptional stories that were immensely appreciated.

SESSION WITH MS GEET OBEROI
With a view to arming its teachers with the knowledge of issues
confronting students, especially those with special educational needs and
the ways of dealing with children with Special Educational Needs, the
school arranged an online workshop. Ms Geet Oberoi, a goal-driven
psychologist with extensive experience in helping children with scholastic
challenges, a Tedx speaker and an outstanding personality, who helps
others carve out their own personalities their curricular circumstances not
withstanding, addressed the interactive session, which saw the overwhelming
and enthusiastic participation of the teachers of MLZS, Amritsar.

VIRTUAL FAIRWAY
TO A FAIR CAREER
Just like all other aspects of life, good job prospects cannot and
should not be ignored no matter what. COVID-19 is no exception!
With the lockdown in place a career guidance workshop could
seem improbable, but it’s certainly not impossible. Realizing the
fact that a suitable career is as important in every human being’s
life as a good education, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, held
a Virtual Career Fair 2020 in collaboration with Univariety, a
career counseling system, for students to partake of and explore
the college and career-related opportunities available for them.
The event featured at least 15 educational institutions of global
s t a n d i n g i n c l u d i n g S a ge U n i ve r s i t y, I n d o r e, B e n n e t t
University, Times of India Group, World University of Design,
Flame University, Atria University, SP Jain School of Global
Management, OP Jindal Global University, Manav Rachna
University, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Krea University,
Swiss Hospitality Education, IMS Unison University, Jamboree and
Vijaybhoomi University. Ms Manjot Dhillon, Director,
Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, inaugurated the Virtual
Career Fair 2020. Ms Shalini Nambia, Founder, SN Educational
Consultants, the keynote speaker, apprised the audience of the
emerging trends in education and the occupational needs resulting
from the same. The success of the event can be judged from the fact
that Schools across Punjab Region (including those from Jalandhar,
Ludhiana, Patti, Nawanshahr, Beas, et alia) participated in the event
with great enthusiasm.

ANANYA AND PRAKRITI BAG
LAURELS AT LA MARTINIERE SCHOOL
A solution solves a riddle, but can you solve one with yet another puzzle?
The prospect seems improbable but not impossible. Our budding moguls
Ananya and Prakriti, who bagged the rst position in the Matchmaker
contest of the Bulls’ ring competition of the All India Business Competition
held at La Martiniere School, Lucknow, actually proved this when they
created a unique jigsaw puzzle to offer a viable solution to a joint venture
between Reliance Retail and Funskool. The participants were asked to make
a powerpoint presentation of a product, which was a consequence of the
joint venture of these two companies. The puzzle devised by them could only
be solved when the child answers a few questions. And not only is their
invention economically viable, but also environment friendly! The judges too
appreciated their idea. We are sure that you too would when you nd out
that their business strategies far surpassed those of the established corporate
giants. We are proud of you Ananya and Prakriti! Keep up the good work!

FICCI ARISE
COLLEGE PLACEMENT
SERIES
Studying abroad is no longer a status symbol. Rather it is one of
the most pressing needs of the present times considering the highly
advanced infrastructure that these universities possess and besides offering
to assist students in attaining their academic goals, which can
equip them well-enough to work for the betterment of humanity.
Parents dream of seeing their children grow up into effective
global citizens and leaders. This can only be possible if their
wards get to study at some world-renowned institutions. Treating
the wish of the parents of its students as its command, the school
arranged another virtual session with Amherst College and
Williams College, USA, and yet another one with Grinnell College,
Middlebury College and Bard College in its FICCI ARISE COLLEGE
PLACEMENT SERIES. The session accorded them a chance to
interact with experts from these institutions and get acquainted
with their admission procedures and scholarships that they offer.

AN APPRECIABLE GESTURE
‘An act of charity should be reciprocated with adulation and gratitude’.
Charity is the second nature of everyone associated with MLZS, Amritsar.
Parents of its students are the most ardent supporters of the school’s
altruistic undertakings. Be it social campaigns like ‘Bake for the Brave
Campaign’ intended at honoring cops, sanitation workers and other
Corona heroes, by baking cookies and cakes for them and ‘Karuna Vs
Corona – Embracing the Elderly’ aimed at providing rations to the indigent,
aged folks in old age homes, parents have always been the force
behind the success of our endeavours. The school believes and
acknowledges that these drives would not have had the kind impact that
they did without their enthusiastic backing and personal involvement.
Hence, it lost no time in thanking its cohorts for their uninching support
in all its endeavours at offering succor to the needy. It reiterates its
indebtedness through this Newsletter. Thank You, Dear Parents!
We are proud of you!

YOUNG ORATORS WIN LAURELS IN THIRD
CORBETT-PANDIT PANT MEMORIAL YOUNG
IDEATOR’S CONCLAVE
Desire gives birth to a thought, which begets an idea that nds expression in a
speech that requires a motivational speaker, who can inspire masses and trigger a
change. Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, is proud of the fact that it has such
persuasive orators in the form of Zyna Dhillon and Ananya Mehra, who have the
potential of inducing positive changes in various arenas of life. Our budding orators
proved their mettle as efcient thinkers, resourceful ideators, enthusiastic speakers
and potent change-makers in the Third Corbett-Pandit Pant Memorial Young
Ideator’s Conclave held at Birla Vidya Mandir. The duo bagged a joint third position
in the event that witnessed the participation of students from other schools as well.
Well done Zyna and Ananya! The school is proud of you!

ILLUMINATING
LIVES AT

COVID -19 might have cast shades of grey on the lives of humanity worldwide, but Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar,
lent its own ﬂavor and color to the fes val by celebra ng a green, benevolent and 'Patakha-free' Diwali this year.
Our celebra ons were quiet, but meaningful with our students making and decora ng the tradi onal Deeyas with their
own hands. As the real ﬂavor of Diwali lies in unleashing one's crea vity and giving gi s to people who make a
diﬀerence in our lives, this year's celebra ons saw Mount Literans making it special for their domes c helpers
(maids, gardeners, drivers, watchmen, et al) by gi ing them Deeyas, Chocolates and Face masks, prepared and
decorated with their own hands. They clicked pictures of the celebra ons and shared these on
#MLZScelebratespatakafreediwali and #MLZSgoesforagreendiwali

CULTURE COMES FIRST
Culture and its essence is universal and hence, not restricted to a region,
race or me zone. That's the message that young Mount Literans Dinav
Anand (grade XI), Parneet Kaur (grade IX), Rehan Mehra (grade IX) and
Aditpal Singh (grade VIII) relayed during a compe on held at Lawrence
School, Sanawar. The event was Inito Honore (Enactment) organized
during the Literary Fest held at Lawrence School, Sanawar. Their stellar
performances helped them bag the First Prize in this event. Considering
the fact that the team of MLZS, Amritsar, hailed from Punjab, it was
expected that they would represent the Punjabi culture, but the
MLZS, Amritsar, team took everyone by surprise when its u erly talented
upcoming thespians lent their skills for the portrayal of the folklore of
Kerala. Based on the theme 'Money is not everything', their presenta on
won rich accolades and the ﬁrst prize.
The school’s most promising debater Zyna Dhillon, who competed

ZYNA DHILLON WINS

BEST SPEAKERAWARD IN SIS
DEBATE SEMI-FINALS

with orators from diﬀerent schools to bag the Best Speaker award in
Semi-ﬁnals in Conﬂuence 2020 Edi on held at Singapore Interna onal
School. Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, bagged the overall third
posi on in Debate. The event featured compe
and Speech Wri ng.

ons in Debate, Quiz

SPEAKING OUT
With a view to teaching its students the right way of using their cons tu onal Right to Freedom of
Speech and Expression, Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, held preliminary rounds of
Show and Tell, English Poem Recita on, Story Telling compe

on (Grade III) and

Extempore Elocu on for its students of Grades I, II, III, IV and V, respec vely. Special
training sessions were held for the students ahead of the introductory rounds to acquaint
them with various genres of public speaking. It goes without saying that our students
performed outstandingly well in these rounds.

MOUNT LITERANS
BAG TOP SLOTS IN

MANTHAN 2020

Promising Mount Literans Ananya Mehra and Zyna Dhillon, who competed with students from diﬀerent schools across the
country bagged top slots in the virtual edi on of Manthan 2020 held at Birla Divya Jyo

School, Siliguri.

Ananya Mehra, won the Best Speaker (Extempore) Award, while Zyna Dhillon, bagged the Best Interjector (Debate)
in this event. The school won the Overall Joint Third Posi on in Mul -Format Debate in this event. Zyna and Ananya
got into semi-ﬁnals and they had to propose the mo on: THBT Socrates, Megan Rapinoe and Shekhar Naik are far
more accomplished as sportspersons with a keen idea of social jus ce than far bigger superstars like Sachin Tendulkar,
Cris ano Ronaldo and Mahendra Singh Dhoni. Needless to say, both performed brilliantly!!

BEATING STRESS
WITH YOGA
Stress makes you inhale and exhale deeply, while doing the same
inten onally in the form of a daily exercising rou ne can
help you relax and unwind. The rela onship between stress and breathing
is so mind-boggling and yet, so simple and beneﬁcial! The fact came to the
fore during a yoga session organized by the school for its teachers.
Mr Varun Chauhan, an esteemed parent, who is associated with The Art of
Living, addressed the session and acquainted teachers with the rela onship
between yoga and medita on and the myriad beneﬁts of these on the
health of an individual. He also taught the par cipants various 'asanas'
and showed them some deep breathing exercises to help keep stress at
bay and lead a happy and healthy life. In short, our teachers learnt to l
ead a stress-free lifestyle in a world marked by cut-throat compe on,
COVID-19 and the resultant stress. They thoroughly enjoyed this session for
which the school is indebted to Mr Varun Chauhan.

We did it again!

Sun Beam
Idea on Conclave

We have done it again!! We have notched the FIRST RANK

'Keep deba ng and crea ng' seems to be the mo o of young
Mount Literans, who have me and again proved their me le
in art and oratory by bagging top slots and winning prizes in
various compe ons. The Sun Beam Idea on Conclave was
certainly no excep on as our budding ar sts and orators
competed with students from diﬀerent schools to bag top
posi ons in the Virtual Art Installa on Compe on and the
Turn coat Debate. As always Zyna Dhillon, the star orator of
MLZS, Amritsar, proved her oratorical skills by bagging the
Best Interjector award in the Turncoat Debate, while both
Zyna and Ipsita, of Grade IX won the second prize for their
school in the Virtual Art Installa on Compe on. Way to go,
champs!

Congratula ons!
among the city’s top 10 Co-educa onal schools in the EW
India School Rankings 2020-21. The development speaks
volumes about our revolu onary approach towards
educa on, unique pedagogies and highly trained staﬀ
that works diligently for the success of all our ini a ves.
While this deﬁnitely calls for a celebra on, this is not the
end, but the beginning of a new journey, which shall con nue
despite all odds.

Our Outstanding Orators
In a remarkable display of oratory, students of Grades IV and V
of the school bedazzled the judges with their outstanding
comprehension of concepts and excep onal presenta on of
facts pertaining to the same, in the ﬁnal round of Extempore
Compe on held at the school. The compe on witnessed
spirited par cipa on of fourth and ﬁ h graders of the school
including including Aaradhya Mahajan -- First Posi on,
Ridhaan Verma -- Second Posi on, Arhaan Bhardwaj -Third Posi on, Jaanya Bery -- Runner-up and Ojas Nagi -Runner-up (all students of grade IV) and Abana Dhillon -First Posi on, Saﬁa Sachdeva -- First Posi on, Shiven Manchanda
-- First Posi on, Rudransh Chauhan -- Second Posi on, Dhananjay
Chouhan -- Third Posi on, Sairah Khanna -- Third Posi on,
Hunar Arora -- Third Posi on, Anaahat Brar -- Runner-up,
Maanika Verma -- Runner-up and Samreen Kaur -Runner-up (all ﬁ h graders).

FICCI ARISE
College

Placement Series

Comprehending parents’ desire to send their wards to reputed
ins tu ons of higher studies abroad, Mount Litera Zee School,
Amritsar, arranged another virtual session with Canadian
Universi es including The University of Bri sh Colombia,
University of Toronto and Huron University College in its
7th session of the FICCI ARISE COLLEGE PLACEMENT SERIES.
The session turned out to be astoundingly successful as it
registered overwhelming online presence of parents, who
got a chance to interact with experts from these ins tu ons
and get acquainted with their admission procedures and
scholarships that they oﬀer.

Jingle bells!
December is that me of the year when every child the world over
strains his ears each night to catch a special sound – the jingle of
Santa’s sleigh bells. However, in a reversal of roles, young
Mount Literans turned Santas this year and gave the most
though ul gi s to those in need and also to their loved ones –
gi s including hand sani zers (Santa- zers), mi ens, face
masks and socks (for their mistle toes) that would be cherished
through the years.

HAPPY2 0 2 1
NEW YEAR!

HAPPY LOHRI

REPUBLIC DAY
CELEBRATIONS

BACK TO
SCHOOL

Nothing could be be er than ushering
in the hope of a new and be er life
than through a celebra on involving
kites and acres and acres of land
aglow with ripe, life-giving golden
corn, a result of the toil and sweat of
the farmers' brow. And there is simply
no parallel to the adrenalin rush
experienced during kite ﬂying contests,
chasing and catching runaway kites
and dancing to the pulsa ng rhythm
of the tradi onal ‘dhol’ around
cheerful bonﬁres. While our feisty
farmers were busy protes ng against
the draconian farm laws and increasing
COVID-19 caseload threatened to
dampen the spirits of Punjabis, our
budding versiﬁers, thespians and
dancers took the onus of upholding
and celebra ng Lohri and all that it
stands for, by preparing and sharing
videos highligh ng the folklore and
tradi ons associated with it during
a virtual assembly.

When did India become a republic?
When did the Cons tu on of India
come into eﬀect? Who wrote India’s
na onal anthem and what does it
insinuate? What is the signiﬁcance of
the Indian Flag, its colours and the
Na onal Emblem? Not many people
are aware of these facts irrespec ve of
the fact that they were born and
brought up in India. India did not
become a republic in a day. It took
years of strategizing, numerous and
noteworthy sacriﬁces on the part of
our valiant patriots to turn it into one.
Hence, it is per nent for all Indians to
be aware of these facts. Young Mount
Literans resorted to a very crea ve
and informa ve way of spreading
awareness about these facts through a
skit. Needless to say, the session was
not only very entertaining, but also
informa ve.

A er almost 11 months of hiberna on
imposed by the COVID-19 lockdown,
the school ﬁnally reopened on
January 18, 2021, in keeping with the
government’s direc ves on the postlockdown re-opening of educa onal
ins tu ons from Grades V to XII.
However, oﬄine classes at MLZS,
Amritsar, were ini ally resumed only
for students of Grade X considering
their impending CBSE Board exams
that are to be held oﬄine, and also in
pursuance of the COVID-19 safety
measures. It was really refreshing to
see students walk in through the main
gate of the school a er an incredibly
long hiatus during which the school
had held online classes for them.

UNDERSTANDING

RAMAYANA WITH
YASHODEEP
DEODHAR:

The essence of Ramayana is the essence of life', was the crux of an e-session addressed by Mr Yashodeep Deodhar,
a successful entrepreneur and a former McKinsey consultant. Addressing the audience, Mr Deodhar talked about
the relevance of Valmiki’s Ramayana in the present mes. He averred that the ancient scripture, regarded as a
myth, is rooted in history and holds as much signiﬁcance today as it did in the ancient mes. He termed Ramayana
as a quintessence of morality, which stood compromised nowadays for various reasons, and spoke about the
need to restore the moral values by turning back to and having faith in the ancient scriptures. The session
witnessed the zes ul par cipa on of our staﬀ, students and their parents.

BLESSING THE BENEFACTORS:
Charity is the sweetest and most rewarding of all virtues. Not only does it bless the beneﬁciaries, but also the benefactors.
The an -COVID campaign of Mount Litera Zee School, Amritsar, is a case in point. The campaign turned out to be a resounding
success thanks to the support of the parents of its students, who generously donated cash, ra ons, face masks, clothing,
sani zers and other things of daily use towards this noble cause. These and other essen al items of daily use were distributed
among the needy folks. The success of the ini a ve can be judged from the fact that the Educa on World has rated this
philanthropic gesture of MLZS, Amritsar, as number 1 in Punjab and number 3 in India. The school extends hear est thanks
to the parents, whose overwhelming par cipa on in this drive contributed to its success.
Believe it or not, COVID -19 has helped us realize the extent of our academic
poten al, which goes beyond the four walls of the tradi onal classroom
VIRTUALLY, thanks to our successful implementa on of digital learning
techniques. Our inven veness can be judged from the fact that full jus ce has
been done to the scholas c and elec ve aspects of educa on. Our e-sessions
are not only limited to covering the syllabus, but have something for everyone including the management, staﬀ, students and
their parents. Class assemblies, webinars on topics of na onal and interna onal importance, compe ons, assessments, open
house sessions, counselling services, career guidance, commemora on of important days, religious celebra ons and
community programs, you name it, we do it online. Perhaps this, coupled with the enthusias c support of parents for all our
endeavours, is what makes our e-schooling so unique so that it has captured the a en on of the Parents' World magazine,
which has given special coverage to the feedback of some of our parents regarding the online teaching ini a ve of
MLZS, Amritsar.

APPRECIATION FOR OUR
E-LEARNING INITIATIVE:

UNIVARIETY CAREER
WORKSHOP ON SUBJECT
SELECTION:
The right career demands appropriate academic qualiﬁca ons
replete with right subject combina ons. To help students bag
the careers of their dreams, the school teamed up with
Univariety, a career counseling system, to acquaint parents
and students with the importance of choosing the right subject
combina ons. The webinar was meant for students of
Grade X and their parents. Alpi Jain, expert counsellor,
addressed the web session.

MOUNT LITERANS NOTCH TOP SLOTS
IN VISUAL ART CHALLENGE
(BEST CARTOONIST) AND
RADIO DRAMA CHALLENGE:
Challenges are but a cinch for Mount Literans, who possess the
innate ability to compete and win. The ﬁrst posi on bagged by
Zyna Dhillon and Ipsita Mondal in the Visual Arts Challenge
(Best Cartoonist) and the third slot won by Zyna Dhillon,
Samaira Kumar, Devansh Mehra, in the Radio Drama Challenge,
held during the virtually hosted 4th Edi on of Sunbeam
Lehertara Cri cal Thinking Round Table, dedicated to the
125th Birth Commemora on of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose,
tes fy to the fact. Our champions competed with students
from diﬀerent schools to prove their me le in diﬀerent ﬁelds
in this event conceived and curated by Mr Parnab Mukherjee,
an eminent theatre personality, quiz master and orator.

‘AAO

SCHOOL

CHALEN
HUM'

So it's ﬁnally me to return to school! Post the long COVID-imposed break, the school ﬁnally reopened its doors for
all its students. Spor ng face masks and bags, students could be seen marching into the premises with happy smiles on
their faces. There was a spring in their step and enthusiasm marked their demeanour. The lockdown has only whe ed
their desire for normalcy and the school welcomed them with open doors and open arms, but with due regard to all
COVID-19 safety norms. Though COVID-19 has masked their faces and distanced them physically, their educa on goes
on undeterred. Despite being physically distanced, they s ll bond well with each other emo onally as before. Students
can be seen carrying their own ﬃns, water bo les and hand sani zers every day, an indica on of their willingness to
adapt to the new normal. Dispersal me too sees them reﬂect the same sen ments witnessed at their arrival. All of
them return home each day with expecta ons of returning to gain something more interes ng and valuable the next day.

STREAMS OF KNOWLEDGE
Giving priority to the academic wellbeing of its charges in the post-lockdown scenario, the school has restarted normal
school for students of all Grades from Playpen to Grade XI, as per the direc ons of the government in this regard. However,
the sensi vity of the ins tu on to parents' concerns about their wards' safety with regard to the prevailing COVID-19
scenario, has caused them to stream these classes live online to enable all students to join the process of learning.
The ini a ve is aimed at helping students readjust to the normal school rou ne besides keeping their learning graph up.

ALFRESCO STORY TELLING SESSION:
‘Once upon a me …’ the sentence seems to have caught your a en on,
hasn’t it? It’s not hard to imagine how much more it would have a racted
the kindergarteners and students of F1, who came to school a er a
prolonged COVID-imposed break. As stories always a ract people,
no ma er what their age, the school thought it best to resume their
oﬄine classes through an alfresco story telling gathering aimed at
acclima zing its budding geniuses to the resump on of post-COVID oﬄine
classes. Held in the great outdoors of MLZS, Amritsar, the ac vity witnessed the eager par cipa on of students and their
parents. Accompanied by their parents, students walked into the school premises as per the slots allocated to them in
keeping with the COVID-19 safety measures, which were observed with great diligence. They went on a bear hunt and
learnt about the transforma ons in a bu erﬂy's life cycle and a lot more. The enthusias c par cipa on of their parents in
the event lent ﬂavour to the ensuing cra -making ac vity. It was really interes ng to see parents and students put their
heads together to make a headgear with the help of cra kits specially prepared by the school for this ac vity. The school
also gi ed them COVID safety kits comprising face masks, hand sani zers, ‘kawa’ and expectorant to protect them from
the pandemic, at the end of each session.

CHANGE
OF
NATURE

Change is the law of nature, but we are asking our students to change
theirs simply because they are going to experience a major transforma on
that would play a decisive role in their lives. Yes, we are talking about our
students, who are being promoted from Grade VIII to Grade IX. While
earlier a majority of them were not aware of the importance of this phase
as far as their school life is concerned, they probably realize the same a er
a ending the orienta on program held in school! Yes, the school held a
special virtual session to acquaint its students with the importance of
being in Grade IX, the pre-board year, and its implica ons on their
performances in Grade X, the year of the CBSE Board exams. Students
were urged to adopt a serious stance towards their studies considering the
fact that their future successes depend on the same.

PICTURE THIS!
A teacher, an idea and a camera! What would be the end result of this most potent and interes ng combina on?
Of course, the discovery of yet another innova on in the ﬁeld of educa on! Realizing the poten al of teachers to
innovate the means by which educa on is imparted in India, thanks to their comprehension of the challenges
involved in the same and the need for techniques to overcome the same AFS Intercultural Programs India organized
a photo contest, based on the theme Innova ons in Teaching Learning Process, for them. The enthusiasm of our
teachers to partake of the same was evident from the fact that a majority of them took out their cameras and took
some really excep onal pictures that le us all spellbound!
There’s a me to every purpose under the sun, says the Holy Bible. Rightly so,

NO TIME FOR
LEISURE

there is a me for fun and a me to focus on one’s academic life. While the
school had ini ated Leisure Learning evening classes for its students to enable
them to u lize their free

me in the most crea ve manner during the

COVID-19 lockdown, these were discon nued in February 2021, considering
the fact that their ﬁnal exams were approaching and students needed me
to focus on their studies. Considering the overwhelming response of the
students and their parents to this ini a ve, the school might resume these
classes in the new session, but it all depends on the circumstances. The school
wishes its students ‘All the Best’ for their ﬁnal exams.

With a view to sensi zing students gradua ng from Grade VIII to IX, with the

SKILLS TO
STAY
AFLOAT

importance of Skill-based Educa on, proposed by the CBSE to equip students
with the skills needed to stay aﬂoat in the ever-compe
given point in

ve job market at any

me, the school organized a special Orienta on session for

them. Students were apprised of the importance of Computers and Retail in a
person’s life, besides the ways and means in which these subjects could enhance
their skills and competency in the highly compe

ve job market.

